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CRAWLEY

derives its name from the from
the Saxon

CRAWAN-LEA

meaning “meadow or clearing of
the crows”



. their descendants inhabit Crawley Court to this day
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Farly days to 1000 AD

¢ BC Archaeological evidence of Bronze Age 000-
1000BC) and Iron Ade settlements adjacent to Crawley
Court site...

> AD ... and later Roman & Celtic occupation in the
north of the village and Anglo-Saxons in the southern
part.

¢ 643 Land granted to the See of Winchester

> 909 Royal Charter granted by Edward the Elder 9o1-
924) confirms lands of about 2400 acres at Crawley to
the Bishop of Winchester

next



back menu

1086: The Domesday Book

In the Domesday Book the size of the Manor

of Crawley is recorded as around 3600 acres.

Less than half was arable
villeins’ and peasants for t

and farmed by

he benefit of the

Lord of the Manor (the Bishop) administered
by the Prior of Winchester

The value of the Manor is given as £28

next
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1400 - 1800: Mediaeval Crawley

¢ 1457 The first manor farm was leased by the Bishop to John Serle who built

¢ 1487
¢ 1508

¢ 1588
¢ 1605
¢ 1663
¢ 1667
¢ 1694
> 1711
* 1745
1772
¢ 1786

¢ 1791

a house adjacent to Crawley church. The tenure passed in turn to:

John Cooper

Gilbert Cook

Thomas Percy

John Holdwey (4/ias Edmondes)

Sir Gerard Fleetwood

Dutton Fleetwood (son)

John Henley > Sir Robert Henley > Sir Robert Henley Kt
Anthony Henley

Anthony Henley Il

Robert Henley (1st Earl Northington)
Robert Henley (2nd Lord Northington)
Sir Willoughby Ashton / Lady Jane Henley

Richard Meyler
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1600-1800 : Crawley House & lands

In 1605 a manor house was built on this site by Sir Gerard
Fleetwood and this was progressively renewed, improved and
enlarged by subsequent tenants.

The Crawley estate was sold in 1786 for £21,000 to Sir
Willoughby Ashton who, in 1791, sold to Richard Meyler whose
wealth had been created by slave trading and sugar plantations
in the West Indies.

In 1794 he built 3 Real (Royal) Tennis Court adjoining

the house
' for the delectation of the Prince of Wales and his brother the

Duke of Gloucester”
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1800 - 1818

Richard Meyler died in 1802 and the estate
passed to his son “Dick” who continued to own
and occupy Crawley House, entertaining royalty

and adding to the house including a cricket
pitch* where in the first match on 15th July 1816
“eleven gentlemen of Crawley defeated the same

number from Wherewell by 38 runs”

*on the site of today’s main car park

next
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OS Map of 1871 showing location of Crawley House
and the church
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1818 -1871

In 1818 the estate passed to 3 distant relative,
Richard Bright, 3 confirmed misogynist, who
rarely visited Crawley and when he did he used
only two or three rooms leaving the rest of the
building to decay.

So the great days of Crawley House came to an
end. He undertook no maintenance and it
slowly became derelict.

next
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1871 Crawley House (derelict)

* Winchester Museums Service
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1871 : The Royal Tennis court
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ORDNANCE SURVEY MAP OF 1871

Scale: about 1,017} feet to an inch

Figures in italics = altit udes.
Figures in roman = field numbers.
B.M. = bench marks with altitude.

N Blue = water. Pink = buildings.
78 Yellow = roads and yard s.
Shaded = outbuildings. /
2

CRAWLEY in 1871

before fire destroyed part of the village in 1880
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1869 -1874
1869 On the death of Richard Bright's son

He felled much of the timber on the estate and
stripped the tennis court of some of its stone,

while leaving the Jacobean house to deteriorate
further.

1874 Lord Ashburton sold the estate to Adam
Kennard, a wealthy London banker.

Henry, Lord Ashburton became the new owner.

next
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Crawley Court - 1877
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Adam Kennard demolished Crawley House in 1877 and
commissioned the President of RIBA (Sir Pepys Cockerill) to
design and build a large Elizabethan-style mansion,
Crawley Court, some distance from the old site.
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1880 -1881

In September 1880, shortly after
completion of the new mansion, Adam
Kennard’s wife Grace Ellen died, and was

buried in Crawley churchyard.

In 1881 Crawley Court was put up for sale
along with about 2000 acres of land.
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THE ESTATE

FUBLIE A COMUAGLT AaND MUSE LEJONVANLY PLOPLITY OF

ONE THOUSAND NINE KUNDRED & THIRTY-TWO ACRES,

I A

RING FERCLE,
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winlh TEorm tho Monsian, by 6 Pevaie BErolradee,
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axuvepl e fuw D‘Imlz;ges wilh Gardens,
whivth are Copyhold. '



THE MANSION

TAS BEEN RECENTTY UNRCIED IN
MODERN LELIZABETHAN ARGCHITECTURE,

0f Red Erick and Flint, enrichad with Terra Ooplta Mullions and Carving, regardless of cost, from
the designs of an aminent Architect,

AND ARTISTICALLY DECORATEDR BY MR, JOHN CRACE, LOWDOR.

The defolts of e inlernal decommadation ord ay follows :—

LOFTY AND ELEGANT SALOON, 36ft. by 18ft. 6in.,
With Prwelled Uk Walls, Osk Floor, Handaomely Cogved Sfone Fie-plaee, Ooilisg Tunelled ond Dronrabed,

Ok Bmircase leading {0 Corridor en Firl Floor ) and Felding Doorx lending iiin

DRAWING ROOM, 32ft. by 2bft.
With Iavpe ey Windaws, Wulla Lined with Figurad Slk, Wandaomely Beeernted Ceiling ; wml Foliling 1norn

leading bt

HANDSOME DINING ROOM, 32ft. by 20ft.,

With Tanrlled fink Dade very Richdy Cieerl, pnd Ceiling Penelled and Thecorated,

LIBRARY, 46ft. by 16ft.,
Filted with Handene YWalnnr BSaakeasce, Two ¥ice-ploees, Richly Careeed Mantlepicees, Thom boowoelsh % alied

Ldo, Lwe Trge Buy Windows, wwl Fawelled mwl Pocorsted Oniling.

BILLIARD ROOM, 28ft. by 18ft.,

Wirl lusga Vay Windaw. and Painted nizd Dreooenied Wolla and (.'uﬂing.

BOUDOIR, 21 feet 6 inches by 15 feet 8 inches,

Wolls and LUmiling Painted pod Tenendm].

STUDY AND BMOHKING ROOM, 20ft, 6in. by 14ft

18 BED & DRESSING ROOMS ON FIRST FLOOR.

14 BEDROOMS ON SECOND FLOOR.

A COMPLETE SUITE OF ROOMS ON BASEMENT,
COMPRIAFNG

House-Keepers Ruum, Butler's Room, Servants' Hall, Wilchen, Pantry, Larders,
Gl Hoomn, Wine and Beer Cellars, &c.

THE (mE@ o>

PORERET o

LARGE WALLED-IN KITCHEN GARDEN of 8 Acres.

Tha Frolt Trars ara in fnlt hearing. Extoneitva and cankly ranga of

Glass Heuscs, comprising Vineries, Peach Houses, Fernery,

CONSERVATORY,

EXTE®SIVE FORCING TITE, MURHROOM and RHURARE BEDS, &eo. &e. sll healad by Hot Wabor.
Potalo Roow, Folling Shed, amd other Oud-Tulldings,

ORNAMENTA GARDENERS COTTAGE,
WIM LIVIHR ROOWR Ful TRARR-GARDERERS.
THFE CHARMING AND EXTEMIIVE
PERASURE CROUNDS AND GARDENS

Were larf oud aoeler the drection o Wor, Vamvvrrew Tmewas, Fan, awd are

Adornad with stalely Timlwre and rave specimen brees of matuare grawih, inaluding
mony splandid and nable Cedars of Lebonon, interseciad by prely Toawns, winding
secluded Faths, &cot oalsa, a fine Orehard, Crickel Field, Dark, &c. the whole
enclasad within o thick belt of Flantatinons.

WITITTH TIT. GROUNTIS, AN NRAR THE M ANSION, I8 A

FINE OLD TENNIS COURT,

Of solid stene walls and floor, gg feet gin. by 2 feel 8in, exclusive of (e
Pent House, which occupies three sides of the Court, and is 6 leel wide.
It contains Two Dressing Raome on each sude of Dorch to South Entianee;
a Waork Roeom for the Tennis Marker with frtings complete, and Qut-offices:
alsp o Side Hotrance oo the North-east coener. The Court s highted and
ventilated from the sides, bears the Royal Arms of Coartes 1., and s
generally allowed to be ane of

THH BEST IIN EINGLANID.

NEWLY POV & VERY oRNAWERITAL LATNDRY

Containing Bitting Room, 14N by 127 | Kitchen, L4 by 14t; Benllery, 141t by 9ft.; Two Pantriex,
Mangla Room, Laundry, Wash-houss, Drylog Closet, Caal Houre, Two Wood 8hedn, Horse Pampa,
largn Tanka for rain water, writh

GOOD DRYING GROUND AND PRODUCTIVE GABRDEN.

Tha whole of e Fiftings were sopphisd by Mesane, Feerian & Co, CHTord Sirest, Lowdow

SUPERIOR GAME-KEEPER'S COTTAGE AT THE WARREN,

WITH 1o KENNET.S ANMD SHEDS.
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1884 -1901

The 1881 sale found no purchaser and the
younder Kennards continued to live in
Crawley Court while Adam Kennard moved
away and later remarried. A second attempt
to sell the estate by auction was made in
1884. This too was unsuccessful and the
Census of 1891 records that the great house
was occupied by just four people:

Edward Kennard (the 18 year old son)
Mary Jane James (34 - housemaid)

Ethel Bessie Gray (19 - scullery maid)
Alan Ingram (20 - odd job man)

next
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1884 - Crawley Court
South-east front




Twentieth century

1900 - 1918
1918 - 1931

1932 - 1953
1953 - 1970
1970 - 1973
1973 - present day -

ba
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1900 - Sold
to
Otto Ernest Philippi.

He was the wealthy MD of the cotton business

) & P Coats Ltd

of Paisley, Scotland and he moved his entire
household, horses, farm stock (and boat!) by a
specially chartered train from Paisley to
Stockbridge station.
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Crawley
Court in

1901

walled garden
(still exists)

1] _r.‘:.'" 1_'-‘-. )
J -
o EN.
"

0K
CRICAEY Fedisnn :5‘3-

site of former
Crawley House

current gateway
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While his wife, two sons and two daughters
enjoyed country life at Crawley Court ...
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...Ernest Philippi set about purchasing and
modernising almost all the run-down and decrepit
village houses to create 3 “model village”
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j,m —




back menu

1901-1917

o Ernest Philippi continued to play an active
part in managing (from Crawley Court)
)&P Coats Ltd in Scotland but he refused
to install 3 telephone in Crawley Court,
preferring instead to employ 3 full-time
telegraph boy to ferry messages to the
village post office.

next
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VFep| The younger
Philippis c.1905

left to right

George (younder son)
Alex  (elderson)
DOYa (daughfer)

FW Pledge (tutor)
visitor



¢ Prawing Roorm c.1905.
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1910 - Crawley Court staff
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The 1914 - 1918 war

¢ Although of Prussian origin, Otto Ernst Philippi
became a naturalised Briton in 1867 (aged 21) and
took the name Ernest.

¢ Both his sons served as officers in the British Army.
George transferred to the fledgling Royal Flying
Corps, reaching the rank of Lt Colonel.

o He set up a small recuperation unit in Crawley
Court for war-wounded servicemen.

o Work on improving Crawley Village was suspended.
(Building had ceased in 1912)
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1917

Ernest Philippi died in
February 1917 just three
weeks after his wife,
Magdalena.

He was succeeded by their
younder son George
who had been created

“Lord of the Manor” (on
his 21st birthday) by his

father in 1911.

George Philippi
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1918 1929

Tha Dining Hoom Crawiny Dot

Pining roorn
Georde Philippi ran Crawley Court as a famous
country sporting estate, with Shoo’cmg, ﬁ'shl’ng, gol{,
tennis and many other sports for quests.



1929 - 1931

1929 The world financial crisis hit both
international investments and local farming
and seriously damaged George Philippi’s
wealth. The high social life at Crawley Court
gradually declined.

The last acquisition of village property had
been in 1925 and development of the village
gradually ceased.
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1931 - Crawley Court for Sale

xi  Supplementto COUNTRY LIFE  July 18th 1931
GUDGEON & SONS

ESTATE AGENTS, WINCHESTER. ‘
CRAWLEY COURT ESTATE, NEAR WINCHESTER, HANTS

ONE OF THE MOST NOTED SPORTING ESTATES IN THE COUNTY,.
affording an excellent Partridge Shoot. a capital Pheasant Shoot and vielding a yearly Bag per acre difftenlt to sumass in the County.
AVERAGE BAG FOR THE PAST TEN YEARS: 2,288 PHEASANTS., 1.135 PARTRIDGES. 69 HARES, 8,562 RABBITS.
THE RESIDENCE I8 SUBSTANTIALLY BUILT, MODERNIZED. COMMODIOUS. BUT NOT UNWIELDY.

» i Five entertaining rooms. flve
suites of hedrooms. dressing rooms
and bathrooms. ten good guests’
bedrooms and four bathrooms.
Ample statf wecommodation and
complete domestic ottices.  Good
garages, stabling, and other userul
outhuildings.

ELECTRIC LIGHT.
COMPANY'S WATER and GAS.
TELEPHOXNE.
CENTRAL HEATING.

The Residence is situate on high
ground commanding  cxtensive
views of the delightfully timbered
parklands and pleasure grounds
whichh  surround the Residence
and include a

PRIVATE GOLF¥ COURSE.

VIEW FROM PRINCIPAL ROOMS.
THREE CAPITAL FARMS., HOMESTEADS AND COTTAGES., ¢OMPACT RESIDENCES AND PICTURESQUE COTTAGES 1IN THE XNOTED
VILLAGE OF ¢RAWLEY. THE TOTAL AREA OF THE ENTATE EMBRACING
4.000 ACRES
(AIORE OR LESS). OF WHICH ABOUT To0 ACRES ARE WOODLANDS AND YOUNG PLANTATIONS.

To b_u SOLD .h‘\' Private Treaty as a whole or in part, and it not Sold to be otffered by AUCTION early in September.
Particulars of the Agents, Messts, GUDGEON & =Soxs, The Auction Mart., Winchester.

THE RESIDENCE.

(G. H. BAYLEY & SONS A TEMPTING PROPOSITION TO THOSE INTERESTED NORTH DEVON COAST.

{ 3
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1931 - 1944 : Disposal

¢ |n 1931 the Crawley estate was broken up
and put up for sale. It took several years and
three quctions.

o The houses and cottages in the village were
bought individually.

¢ Crawley Court, with 32 acres of grounds,
was finally sold in 1944 to the Diocese of
Portsmouth

¢ George Philippi was granted a lease for life
on the house and grounds.

next
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Crawley

Peach Hill

/

Georde Philippi and his family occupied Crawley Court
until his death in 1953 at the age of 63.
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1953 - 1970

w:

Under the ownership of the Diocese of Portsmouth, Crawley
Court was used briefly as 3 Carmelite Convent . It was then

acquired by the Bon Secours Nursing Order as 3 hospice.
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1970

The Hospice closed in early 1970 due to high
maintenance and running costs and difficulties in getting
low-paid female staff from Ireland.

Crawley Court again became empty and abandoned.
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1970 - ITA

The property was purchased in December 1970
for £47,000 by the

Independent Television Authority

which was planning to move several departments

from its Brompton Road headquarters in
Central London

next
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back

Game Larder

Main staircase
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1971 - Demolition

Crawley Court was judged to be :-
* INn @ very poor state of repair

e unsuitable for conversion into offices
and research laboratories

* of very little architectural merit

so It was demolished....

next



1971 - Under the hammer
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1972-1973 : Reconstruction

.... and replaced by the present award-

winning 125,000 sq ft office and laboratory
complex on the site of the old house .
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1973

Layout of
IBA Crawley
Court

bungalow on
site of the
former Real
Tennis Court

new entrance
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1973 1990

The Engineering and Finance departments
of the
recently re-named

Independent Broadcasting
Authority

moved in on 15th October 1973
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28th November 1975 - Royal Visit

1. Arrival with the Lord Lieutenant

2. Signing in with Lady Plowden
3. Viewing displays with Stuart Bevan and Howard Steele
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1975 - Crawley Court from the west

Walled-garden
-.'? | -
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1974 - 1999 : Site development

1974 East Wing completed

1977  First satellite dish installed
1982  Sports building opened
1993-9 Satellite teleport developed

1995 Western car park built
1998 Woodland car park built



back menu next

1973 -1999
Achievements at Crawley Court

During the last 27 years of the old millennium, engineers of Crawley
Court led the world with development of broadcasting technology
including (inter alia):-

1973 DICE Digital Intercontinental Standard Conversion

1975 ORACLE TELETEXT system for television
«1978 Satellite Broadcasting Studies

1981 SABRE Steerable Adaptive Broadcast Reception Equipment

«1992+ MPEG Motion Picture Expert Group -
video compression for broadcasting

«1995-9 DTT / DAB Digital Terrestrial Television and
Digital Audio Broadcasting
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1970 - 2000 : Owners & logos

1970: Independent Television Authority
IBA |

1972: Independent Broadcasting Authority

1991: Privatised as National T 1

Transcommunications Ltd TRANSCOMMUN|CATIONS |

1993: Company known as NTL

1996: Purchased by CableTel

1999: ntl launched as “single brand”
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2000 AD

Today CRAWLEY COURT houses:-

-about 1000 broadcast and
communications engineers
and their support groups

- the national control centre
for ntl’s fibre-optic
communications network.

* A satellite communications
teleport and control centre

with about 30 dish antennas
of up to 16 metres diameter
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remainders & reminders
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remainders & reminders

The two great Cedars
of Lebanon on the
front [awn of Crawley
Court were planted
ground 1750-1780

In 1881 they were already
mature 3nd were mentioned in
the sale details

THE GHARMING AND EXTENSIVE
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remamders & remmders
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Adam Kennard’s Arms

back menu next

This carved Coat of Arms of the
Kennard family originally adorned 3
mantle-shelf in the hall of the 1874

Crawley Court and is now displayed in
the Satellite Teleport area.
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remainders & reminders

Just across the road from the
present entrance to Crawley Court
there is 3 small cemetery

containing a humber of Philippi Lieut Colonel
{amlly graVGS. GEORGE PHILIPPI mc

OF CRAWLEY COURT




remainders & reminders

The Philippi family Plot

2)eb

back menu next

1 Otto Ernest Philippi
4 June 1847 - 10 February 1917

2 Magdalena Chis wife)
14 December 1852 - 21 January 1917

3 Kate (his daughter)
2 August 1884 - 24 April 1903

4 Dorga Chis daughter)
June 1879 - 3 November 1924

5 Georde (his son)

27 )anuary 1890 - 1 November 1953
Isabel Elita Bittencourt (wife of George)
1)anuary 1897 - 10 April 1980



remainders & reminders
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This simple stone
marking the grave
of one of the
Philippi’s pet
horses was found
in 1998 on the
woodland car
park site and has
been reset on its
northern verge.
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The Real ("Royal’) Tennis Court

WITHIN THT, GROUNDS, AND NEAR THE MANSION, I8 A

FINE OLD TENNIS COURT,

Of solid stone walls and floor; g5 feet gin. by 31 feet 8in., exclusive of the
Pent House, which occupies three sides of the Court, and is 6 feet wide.
It contains Two Dressing Rooms on each side of Porch to South Entrance
a Work Room for the Tennis Marker with httings complete, and Qut-offices;
also a Side Entrance on the North-east corner. The Court is lighted and
ventilated from the sides, bears the Royal Arms of Cuaries T1., and is

generally allowed to be one of

THE BEST IN ENGLAND.

from the 18871 details of sale



The location of the Real Tennis Court after demolition
of Crawley House in 1871
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1794 1944 . The Real Tennis Court

o Having been partially dismantled by Lord
Ashburton between 1871 and 1874 the Real Tennis

Court was refurbished in 1877 by Adam Kennard
when the original Crawley Court was built.

o It was used by many prominent players during
the Philippi years including a match between the

Colonial Secretary, Alfred Lyttleton, and the
Foreign Secretary, Sir Edward Grey

o It was destroyed by fire in 1944 and is now the
site of 3 bungalow ("Tall Trees”) built just inside
the original gateway.

next
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The Cricket Field

During the 1939-45 War the old cricket field, on the western side
of the grounds, was planted with conifers for the war effort. These
were only felled in 1995 & 1999 to make way for new car parks.




remainders & reminders

The original Crawley
House, and later Crawley
Court, had private access
from the grounds to the

church for the use of

residents and quests.

This was bricked up by the
huns in c. 1956 for better
security of their grounds.

back menu
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The bricked-up access gate in
Crawley Court boundary wall
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Crawley Church

The Church of St
Mary existed prior
to TO0O0AD and is
recorded in 1086
in the Domesday

Book.

Having been repaired in the early 19th century and restored in
1887 on 3 considerable scale it now incorporates the 14th
century church and a fragment of Norman building.



back menu

Crawley Church & Crawley Court

¢ The cross-pews to the left of the chancel
are still known as “the court pews” - reserved
at one time for Crawley Court residents.

© Behind the court pews there is 3 plaque in
memory of Adam Kennard (1833-1915) and
3 stained glass window in memory of his wife
Grace Ellen (1844-1880)

¢ The Kennard burial plot is at the east end
of the churchyard.

next
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Crawley Church & Crawley Court

o Though highly moral, Ernest Philippi
was not a religious man, and in 1928 3
chronicler of the village, N S B Gras,
observed that “the owner of Crawley
Court has no interest in formal religion”.

o htl holds its annual Carol Service here
and in 1995 gave financial help to restore
the orqgan.
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gnd soends. ...

A millennium at Crawley Court
1000 - 2000 AD

heo

QPL dL_.

Researched and compiled for ntl
by
Mike Lambert

(IBA/NTL 1976-1998)
© ntl 2000
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Sources & acknowledgements

Crawley - Glimpses into the past of a Hampshire Village
F W Pledge 1907

The Economic and Social History of an English Village,
Crawley, Hampshire 909 - 1928 N S B Gras 1930

Philippi’s Crawley lan T Henderson 1977
Hampshire Record Office

Winchester Museums Service

Crawley Parish Council D S Dunbar 1999

Photographs from IBA, ITC and NTL archives
Photographs by M J Lambert

Presentation by James Hoskins

Produced by Bruce Randall
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appendix to
"A Millermium at Crawley/Court”



The following maps are presented at the same
scale and are oyérlaid in red with the Ypresent
Crawley Coupt’site boundaries (and the church).
The area bhés varied over the years reaching a
peak ofalmost two thousand acres in/1882

o
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Crawley Court site I
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Kennard family

Site of walled
coat of Arms

kitchen garden
and orangery

Site of Real
Tennis Court now
“Tall Trees”

Original main
gate & driveway

18th cent. cedars N _
of Lebanon Bricked-up
gateways
Old woodland
Pet’s gravestone walkway
Philippi family
burial plot

Surviving relics from the past
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